Invitations to A L’Etoile Scellée

Kopac’s First Solo Paris Exhibition
No. 2

We are pleased to share this illustrated shortlist offering ten invitations/announcements
to exhibitions and event at the Surrealist gallery A L’Etoile Scellée, which was directed
by André Breton. Located on rue du Pré aux Clercs in the 7th arrondissement, the gallery
served as an influential center of Surrealism from 1952 to 1956. Thanks to financing by the
gallerist Sophie Babet, Breton was able to launch a bold program, inviting young abstract and
Surrealist artists. For a number of storied artists, shows at A L’Etoile Scellée were pivotal moments in their career. The list is presented chronologically and you can click on any of the
images to send us an email with queries or orders.

1. KOPAC, Slavko. Slavko Kopac, Peintures - Sculptures - Céramiques. Du 14 avril au 2 mai 1953…Vernissage le 14 avril à 18h. 30. Single sheet, folded in two, with one-half cut out in the shape of a bird rendered
by the artist. [Paris: A L’Etoile Scellée, 1953].
$350.00
A rare invitation to Kopac’s (1913-95) first solo exhibition in Paris. He presented a mix of paintings,
sculptures, and some ceramics — 23 pieces are listed on the invitation. The Croatian artist is introduced in
short essay by Benjamin Péret, who commends Kopac’s “authenticity” and ability to paint on ceramics.
Fine copy.

3. MEDIUM MAGAZINE. La publication de Medium No 3. Le lundi 31 Mai [1953], de 18 h. 30 à 21
heures. Illustration by Svanberg. Rectangular coated paper. [Paris: A L’Etoile Scellée, 1953].
$150.00
A scarce invitation to the A L’Etoile Scellée. This event was held to celebrate the launch of the
third issue of Médium: Communication Surréaliste, the magazine published by Eric Losfeld’s Editions
Arcanes. That issue was illustrated by Max Walter Svanberg (1912-94), who had a solo exhibition at
A L’Etoile Scellée in April 1955.
Fine copy.

2. TOYEN. Jusqu’au 30 mai 1953…Vernissage le 5 mai à 17 heures. Paper cutout in the shape of two
hands. [Paris: A L’Etoile Scellée, 1953].
$600.00
The scarce and delightful invitation — in the shape of two hands — for Toyen’s first exhibition at
A L’Etoile Scellée, which was held in May 1953. Toyen (1902-80), born Marie Cermínová, was one
of the earliest Surrealists in Czechoslovakia, and from 1935 developed a close relationship with Breton.
For much of their life, Toyen preferred the gender-neutral name “Toyen,” taken from the French citoyen. They had two solo exhibitions at A L’Etoile Scellée; this piece marks the first, and the second took
place in May 1955. Galerie Denise René had given them their first postwar solo show in June-July 1947.
This exhibition announcement bears short quotations by Péret, Breton, J. Schuster, J. L. Bédouin, B.
Roger, G. Legrand, J. Heisler, and a checklist of the 14 works exhibited.
In near fine condition; very minor wear to the wrists.
❧ Oxford Art Online.

4. REIGL, Judit. Du 19 Novembre au 6 Decembre 1954, Vernissage le 19 Novembre à 21 heures. One
illus. Blue paper folded in three panels. [Paris: A L’Etoile Scellée, 1954].
$450.00
A rare A L’Etoile Scellée exhibition announcement for Reigl’s (1923-2020) solo show. For this
exhibition, the Hungarian painter presented 14 works. On the reverse, a short and enthusiastic commentary by Breton lauds her practice.
In fine condition.

A Turning Point in Degottex’s Career
6. DEGOTTEX, Jean. Du 8 au 28 Février 1955, Vernissage le 8 a 17 H. Single folded sheet, printed on both
sides. [Paris: A L’Etoile Scellée 1955].
$450.00

5. FALZONI, Giordano. Du 10 au 31 Decembre 1954, Vernissage le 10 à 17 H. Two illus. Green coated paper with
three folds. [Paris: A L’Etoile Scellée, 1954].
$350.00
A very rare exhibition announcement from A L’Etoile Scellée, with a checklist of the 24 works exhibited, advertises Falzoni’s (1925-98) solo show. It also features a text by Robert Benayoun, “L’Oasis,” and additional quotes from
Breton and Charles Estienne on Falzoni’s work.
An excellent copy.

One of the rarest exhibition invitations distributed by A L’Etoile Scellée, the gallery run by André
Breton; we are unable to find any copies in North America, and the only example noted by WorldCat is at the
Bibliothèque Littéraire Jacques Doucet.
For this exhibition, Degottex (1918-88) presented recently finished works; most were influenced by his
stay with Charles Estienne in Brittany. Estienne and Breton composed the introduction, entitled “L’Epée dans
les nuages.” Degottex had participated in a group show at the gallery in March 1953, alongside Loubchansky,
Duvillier, and Messagier.
For Oxford Art Online’s entry on Degottex, Kirk Marlow writes: “In 1955 he held an exhibition at the
Galerie à l’Etoile Scellée in Paris. André Breton co-wrote the preface to the catalog and pointed out Degottex’s
strong affinity to Zen philosophy and to the drawings of 12th-century Oriental calligraphers. Shortly after,
directed in part by Breton, Degottex began a comprehensive study of the history of Oriental calligraphy and
read histories of Zen painting from the 8th century to the 12th. His works from the late 1950s to the mid1960s are an attempt to express the soul of the artist through the spirit of Zen thought. Several quickly executed strokes of paint or India ink are placed against a thinly painted contrasting monochromatic background
suggesting the ‘void’ often referred to in Eastern philosophies (e.g. Untitled 4, 1957; Dunkirk, Mus. A. Contemp.). He was concerned at this time with the purity and pre-eminence of a line and the energy it exuded,
and he attached great significance to the physical gesture that created the ‘sign.’”
A very good copy; some wear to the edges, with a few small tears, one just touching an illustration.

Svanberg’s First Solo Exhibition in Paris
7. SVANBERG, Max Walter. Du 18 mars au 10 avril 1955, Vernissage le 18 à 17 H. Two illus. Green
paper sheet, vertical median fold, cutout heart to reveal a face in one of the illustrations. [Paris: A
L’Etoile Scellée, 1955].
$450.00
One of the rarest invitations from the Surrealist gallery A L’Etoile Scellée; at this exhibition
the Swedish surrealist Svanberg (1912-94) exhibited 27 works in this 1955 exhibition, his first solo
show in Paris. On this invitation the artist is introduced by Breton, who had first encountered
Svanberg’s work at the Imaginists’ 1953 show in Paris at the Galerie de Babylone.
In very good condition; some sunning to the edges and minor soiling. WorldCat records
only one copy in North America, but we know of one other.
❧ Oxford Art Online.

8. TOYEN. Du 3 au 24 Mai 1955, Vernissage le 3 Mai a 17 H. Embossed illus. Single sheet, folded twice
forming three panels, printed on both sides. [Paris: A L’Etoile Scellé, 1955].
$500.00
The very rare exhibition announcement for Toyen’s second solo exhibition at A L’Etoile Scellée. Toyen (1902-80), born Marie Cermínová, was one of the earliest Surrealists in Czechoslovakia, and from 1935
developed a close relationship with Breton. For much of their life, Toyen preferred the gender-neutral
name “Toyen,” taken from the French citoyen. This was their second solo exhibition at A L’Etoile Scellée,
the first took place in May 1953. The exhibition checklist records 14 works. In his essay for the exhibition,
the critic Charles Estienne writes about the profound effect Toyen’s time in Brittany had on the present
works. Presumably Toyen had spent time at Estienne’s property in Finistère on the Atlantic coast. One of
Toyen’s pieces is depicted with an embossed illustration on the top panel.
In fine and fresh condition; WorldCat locates a single copy in North America.

Unrecorded on WorldCat

9. MOLINIER, Pierre. Du 27 Janvier au 17 Fevrier [1956], Vernissage le 27 de 22 h. à
minuit. Five illus. (one folding). Five unnumbered leaves. Small 4to (173 x 128 mm), staple-bound. [Paris: A L’Etoile Scellée, 1956].
$250.00
A scarce A L’Etoile Scellée exhibition invitation. It contains a lengthy biography of the artist
by André Breton, with several reproductions of paintings in the show; 18 paintings are listed. A prior copy we handled was in green wrappers, but we do not see any trace of the wrappers here. It is possible that some copies were not stapled with the wrappers.
A nice copy. We know of two North American institutions with this item.

10. CARDENAS, Agustín, & JAMIS, Fayad. [Jamis]: Peintures [Cárdenas]: Sculptures. Vernissage,
Mercredi 16 mai 1956 à 17 heures. Red paper folded in eight, with additional laid-in sheet folded in
two. [Paris: A L’Etoile Scellée, 1956].
$450.00
A very rare announcement for an A L’Etoile Scellée show featuring sculptures by Cuban artist
Agustín Cárdenas (1927-2001) and paintings by the Cuban poet Fayad Jamis (1930-88); WorldCat does
not have a listing for this piece. This was the penultimate exhibition hosted at A L’Etoile Scellée. Shortly after Meret Oppenheim’s June exhibition of the same year, the gallery’s financial backer, Sophie Babet,
decided to close the space, an important venue for the Surrealists since 1952. Breton, the gallery’s director, had welcomed a mix of young, unheralded artists like Kopac and Hantaï, and more established
figures such as Ernst, Man Ray, Degottex, Toyen, and Molinier.
This invitation has two illustrations of works in the exhibition, as well as texts by Jacques Senelier
(“L’Attouchement du Feu”) and José Pierre (“La Perle Noire et le Rubis”), which comment on both artists. Senelier’s essay is printed on a separate folded sheet.
In near fine condition.

